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preferred stocks that offer
an attractive yield alterna-
tive to the paltry yields (1-
2%) on short term paper.
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Ronald Oranczak observed
his 25th anniversary as a
Catholic priest last summer.
He is a native of Allentown
and was assigned to parishes
in Allentown and Easton.
After a 37-year career with

Union Carbide, Fred
Schillinger retired and lives in
Ocean City, N.J.
Jim Oehlert is preparing his

son to head his company—
sounds like retirement is
close.
Russ Pessina checked in for

the first time in over 40
years. He attended a Sigma
Chi reunion last September. It
was organized by classmates
Ed Auble and Bob Bogart. Dick
Pell was an attendee. It was a
full day get-together, with
breakfast and lunch in the
Pfenning Alumni Center, fol-

lowed by watching the Prince-
ton game either from the
stands on Fisher Field or from
the outdoor plaza at Pfenning.
The Leopards won, 28-13.
Russ is an executive with a
computer networking company
in Pleasantville, N.Y. He and
Barbe live in Putnam Valley,
N.Y.
Ed Auble participated in

the Philadelphia phonathon
last September. Ed Baum-
gardner had a visit from
Sandy and Dan Hed-
desheimer who were on a
trip from their home in
Upstate New York. Dan,
retired from General Electric,
has three grown children.
Dick Kline reported that old

retired guys don't generate
a lot of interesting news, 
especially when retired in the
Lehigh Valley. Dick and
Sharon still enjoy "Jimmy
Dogs" in Easton. The Klines
closed on a beach house on
an island in North Carolina
shortly before hurricane
Isabel. Fortunately all sur-
vived the storm.
Dan Schutter was about to

send me an email, when his
power went off in Williams-
burg, Va., and the effects of
Isabel started. No damage to
his home, but widespread
damage throughout the
Peninsula. Ann and Hank Lor-
ish’s town of Fords Colony
was hit badly, but their home
received only minor damage.
Dan is welcoming any input to
help attract a large atten-
dance to our 45th Reunion.
Email him at lindaschutter@

cox.net with your ideas.
Bob Elias died last April. He

was a lifelong resident of the
New Jersey Shore area. Bob
was a Kappa Sigma on cam-
pus, had taught at Point
Pleasant and Jackson High
Schools, and was most
recently employed at Brick
Hospital.
In July, Peter Mitchell unex-

pectedly passed on in Mari-
etta, Ga. After Lafayette,
Pete was a U.S. Army cap-
tain in 101st Airborne during
the Vietnam era, earning a
Silver Star for valor. He set-
tled in Georgia, worked as a
financial advisor, and was an
active volunteer with the
Red Cross in disaster relief
efforts. Pete had been
described as a pioneer in
building the Cobb County
Republican Party in the early
1970’s.

Many thanks to
those who
responded to my
request for print-

able news. I am still building
an email list to solicit future
news about our class. If you
have not sent me your
address, please do so. 
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The mail bag overfloweth,
as many of you responded
to my email request to veri-
fy your address for the “Class
Directory.” You will be receiv-
ing a second attempt soon,
requesting your preferred
postal address and tele-
phone number. Thanks again
for your replies and 
especially for the news
items. 
I will be using them in the 
next several columns.
First, let me correct some

errors/omissions in last
issue’s column. I misspelled
the late Bill Hixon’s name and
neglected to mention that
Barry 
Kraycik is also deceased. John
Beckum had given me the 
correct info, but I blew it. 
And speaking of John 

Beckum, he informs me that
he has finally found the love
of his life. John will marry
Marita K. O’Reilly on April
18, 2004. John admits this
is a case of “better late than
never!” Why?  Because he
first met her in 1958 and
since then has often admit-
ted that he let the “right
one” get away. Well, con-
gratulations, John. As you

said in your email to me,
“It’s never too late to
start…but always too soon
to quit.”
John will claim the title of

“Oldest Groom” in the Class
of 1962. But the title of
“Oldest First Time Groom”
still belongs to Dick Gilbert,
who, with wife Mary, is busy
packing for the big move to
their condo in Cocoa Beach
later this fall.
John Beckum answered my

plea for info on Bill Ballek,
who retired as superinten-
dent of the old Bethlehem
Steel Foundry Group. Bill was
active in the National Ski
Patrol until just a few years
ago.
Richard Rubenstein

checked in from the Los 
Angeles area to report that
he is a retired radiologist and
with his wife, Jill, has three
sons—Daniel, a junior at Uni-
versity of Oregon; Max, a
pilot entering the aviation
program at 
Purdue; and Alex, a sopho-
more in high school. 
Bruce Vakiener and his wife

have relocated to Blooms-
bury, N.J., after 38 years in
Connecticut to be closer to
their grand-
children. (We’ll be looking for
you on campus a little more
often, Bruce.)
Greg Shannon tells me that

his recovery from prostate 
cancer surgery is going well,
with a PSA blood count of
0.0…the best possible num-
ber. He is between churches
right now, but is still living in
Silver Spring, Md.
Our own Paul Spiecker

wrote that his son, Matt
Spiecker ’95, is with
Upstream Research, Exxon-
Mobile 
Corporation, in Houston,
Texas. He is in the Well &
Materials Group, analyzing
well-flow operations from
around the world. Matt’s
wife, Sandra Gavalda-Alba, is
from 
Tarragona, Spain. They met
while both were in graduate
school at North Carolina
State University.
Chuck Werner retired in

April 2002, but is so busy
now that he wonders how he
had time to work. He has
been traveling (China, Cuba,
Italy, France, the U.S.A.),
serving on a number of
boards in Pawling, N.Y.,
where he spends about 60%
of his time, playing some
golf, and pursuing his love of
antiquarian books, including
the purchase of The Book 
Cove in Pawling. Now he is
renovating and expanding
the bookshop—as Chuck
puts it, “so much for retire-
ment.”
Lex Hughes reports that he

is still working at Johns 
Hopkins Applied Physics Lab,
traveling to Western Europe
quite often for several U.S.
Navy and Missile Defense
Agency international pro-
jects. He and Barbara contin-
ue to enjoy the nine grand-

children they have “jointly”
and, by the time you read
this, will have completed a
vacation to Ireland in search
of their “roots.”
My freshman year room-

mate, Bill Murdock, has had
an exciting 16 years with 
American Infrastructure in
Southeastern Pennsylvania.
He started as the CFO when
they were a $25 million
sales company with 140
employees, and now they do
$350 million in business with
1,800 employees, building
roads, bridges, and develop-
ing residential and commer-
cial sites in four states. Bill
reports that it has been “like
riding a bucking bronco since
I started, and I am still loving
it.” He and Rosanne recently
purchased a condo in Ponte
Vedra Beach, Fla., and plan
to retire there in a few
years.
Carl Johansson reports

that he wonders (as does
Chuck Werner) how he had
time to work for the past 40
years. 
Carl retired from Ford Motor
Company two and a half
years ago and still has many
fond memories of Lafayette
and the friends he made
there. Carl has served as
president of the Greater
Detroit Alumni Club and
expressed his “good feeling
that more and more of the
classmates will be in touch
as they retire and have a
chance to reflect back to
the great years spent at the
College.”
An article appeared last

year in our local paper sug-
gesting that the first soccer-
style place kicker in the U.S.
was a student at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati in 1961 or
1962. I distinctly remember
Walt Doleschal kicking field
goals in the fall of 1960, so I
asked Walt to jog his memo-
ry. He has come through
with a Nov. 14, 1960 refer-
ence in Sports Illustrated
magazine. In that issue, the
“Faces in the Crowd” section
mentions Walt’s 70-yard
punt and “instep soccer
style” field goals of 29, 30,
and 40 yards against
Delaware, Temple, and 
Gettysburg. I am trying to
locate a copy of that issue!
Rob Mueller reports that he

plans to retire this year from
landlording, having retired
from industrial engineering
years ago. He has lived in 
Seattle for 30 years, but has
only been back to Lafayette
once, for 50th Reunion of
his father, the late William
Mueller ’37. Rob hopes to
make it to our 50th in 2007.
That is, by the way, only
three and a half years from
the time you read this col-
umn!
Before I close this out, I

want to recognize some of
our classmates for their con-
tributions, awards, etc. Else-
where in this issue you may
find (I hope!) a picture of
our own Jim Lyttle receiving

Please follow these guidelines when you send photographs to Lafayette. 
This ensures that your photographs will be reproduced at the best quality. 

Sending by mail: Mail only 35mm slides 
and original photographs. Please do not mail 
photographs printed on your home printer.  
If you take a photograph with a digital camera 
or scan it into your computer, please follow 

the guidelines below. Include a sheet with the names of those 
pictured, the date, and the location. Write your name, address,  
and phone number on the side of the slide or the back of the  
print if you would like your photographs returned.

Sending digital photographs: If you are using  
a digital camera, set your camera at the highest  
quality setting. Then, email the camera’s file,  
or mail a CD. Please do not mail photographs 

printed on your home printer.

Sending scanned photographs: Scan your photographs 
at their original size and at least 300 dpi resolution. 
Save the file as a JPEG with minimal compression. 
Then, email the file, or mail a CD. Please do not 

mail photographs printed on your home printer.

When sending photographs to Alumni News, mail them to:
Lafayette College
Alumni Affairs
223 Pfenning Alumni Center
Easton, PA  18042-1770

or email them to: lecistoa@lafayette.edu

Sending Photos 
to Lafayette publications
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