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Friends Reconnect
Miles and years—almost 50 of them—separated 
Peter Veruki ’60 from his closest Lafayette friends. 

“Alan Staats was in mechanical engineering with me. We were 
close all four years, because we were in classes and studied together. 
And Charlie Frederickson was my roommate for a year. The three 
of us were very good friends,” he says, recalling the whiskey sours on 
party weekends, trips to the Jersey Shore, and setting each other up 
on what turned out to be disastrous blind dates. 

“Once we left Lafayette, though, we all went our own ways with 
careers and families,” he says, and the “long-lost buddies” hadn’t spoken 
since graduation. But Veruki recently tracked down his friends through 
the Alumni Online Community, and they’ve made plans to meet and 
stay in touch. 

“I am thrilled at being able to fi nd Alan and Charlie,” Veruki says. 
“After all these years, the fi rst thing I do when I get Lafayette’s alumni 
magazine is go to the obituary page. Invariably, one or two of my 
classmates are gone. Seeing that makes you appreciate life, and you 
start thinking about the good memories you have.

“One of the most interesting things has been to see how my classmates’ 
careers and lives have unfolded,” he adds. “If other alumni haven’t used 
the community, they sure are missing out.” ■■

Stephen D. Pryor ’71 
was named president of 
ExxonMobil Chemical Co. 
effective April 1. He had been 
president of ExxonMobil Refi ning 
& Supply Co. since 2004. 

A biology graduate, Pryor 
joined Mobil Corp. in 1971 and 
has held fi nancial and managerial 
positions in the United States, 
Cyprus, the United Kingdom, and 
New Zealand. In 1993, he was 
promoted to vice president, 
Mobil Chemical Company, and 
general manager, Plastics Division. 
In 1996, he became president, 
Mobil Asia Pacifi c, and in 1998, 
executive vice president responsible 
for Mobil’s international down-
stream business. A member 
of the College’s Board of Trustees, 
he holds an MBA from Harvard. ■■
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ALUMNI IN FOCUS

Signing up for alumni events is easier than ever, thanks 
to the Alumni Online Community’s new online registration 
feature.

Each event listed in the Alumni Online Community’s events calendar 
provides detailed information about the event, plus instructions for 
registering online. There’s even a link to the names of those who already 
have registered online. For events with fees, paying online with a credit 
card is easy and secure. You’ll receive an email confi rming your registration.

In addition, the Offi ce of Alumni Affairs is now sending email 
invitations, rather than paper ones, for most events, including chapter 
activities, Homecoming, and Lafayette-Lehigh football telecast parties. 

These transitions are among many Lafayette initiatives to make the 
College and its operations more environmentally friendly. 

It’s more important than ever that the College has your updated email 
address, which can be provided by registering for the Alumni Online 
Community or updating your account there. Registration is available 
through an icon on the alumni web site. Your password is listed above 
your name on your Alumni News mailing label and also can be obtained 
by sending a request to lftfeedback@alumniconnections.com. ■■

For Alums, Event Invitations 
and Registration Go Greener




